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week to read little epigrams and vers de societe and rto pass a
convivial evening. Not satisfied with this local reputation,
Robespierre, *Like all young avocats, began to compete for the
numerous prizes offered by the various provincial academies.
He was not, however, very successful, and only obtained a
medal from the Academy of Metz for his essay on the question
whether the relatives of a condemned criminal should be
punished, and an honourable mention from the Academy of
Amiens for an Eloge on Gresset, the author of Vert Vert and
Le Mediant. Hitherto he had been contented with his pro-
fession and with his social successes in the salons of Arras and
the society of the Rosati, and had never dreamt of a political
career; but when, in 1787, the news reached Arras that a
States-General was to be summoned, Robespierre, like other
young provincial avocats, threw his whole soul into the great
political questions of the clay.

The question of the elections was the first to attract his
attention, and in 1788 he published an Adresse a la nation
arte'sienne,1  in   which he  argued   that  it  would  be  quite
ridiculous to allow the Estates of Artois to elect the deputies
for that province to the States-General.    When the rkglement
for Artois was issued, he made himself even more conspicuous.
According to it, the city of Arras was to elect twenty-four
electors of the tiers etat to the assembly of the bailliage, and
the burning question was as to the extent of influence the
corporation was to exercise.   Robespierre headed the opposition
to the corporation, and drew up the cahier of the cobblers
of the city2 in that spirit, and was so successful that he was
himself elected the fourteenth elector for the city of Arras.
He  then gave a marked proof of political foresight which
secured  his  election to the  States-General     He  saw that,
under the terms of the  reglement, the rural  electors were
bound to outnumber the electors of the city of Arras in the
assembly of the bailliage, and he therefore set to work to
conciliate them, and made himself their champion in his Avis

1  Yol i p. 16.

2  Vol. i. p. 22 ; and Paris, La Jeunese de Eobespierre.